


Felton Road just fends off a surge from Villa Maria to retain the 
highest position for a New Zealand producer.  The past three decades 
has seen a scramble for export share among the country’s biggest 
producers, but Felton Road is an anomaly, purposely making just 
150,000 bottles a year for every year since 1991 [sic].
With such a big reputation and relatively small production, demand 
always outstrips supply.  As owner Nigel Greening notes, “the wheels 
turn slowly at Felton Road”.
But the wheels did turn sufficiently quickly in 2022 for the producer 
to release its first new wine for 15 years, “MacMuir Pinot Noir may 
be our last, as our zero-growth policy means there will be no new 
vineyards added.”
There was further news when Felton Road joined International 
Wineries for Climate Action, the organisation whose members also 
includes Top 50 members Familia Torres, Ridge and Symington.
“This is critical for our goal of achieving zero-carbon emissions 
without using offsets,” says Greening.
Valuing the land and the environment higher than the pursuit of 
profit and growth is unusual in the wine, or any business, Greening 
may be the only producer in our top 50 who we’ll ever hear lament: 
“Demand remains stubbornly high.”
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