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Recent Reviews

Felton Road 2012 Pinot Noir Block 3
93+ points
Medium ruby-purple-colored, the 2012 Block 3 Pinot Noir is a little closed at 
this youthful moment yet reveals subtle notes of mulberries and black cher-
ries with underlying suggestions of damp earth, aniseed, cloves and cedar. 
Medium-bodied and very taut at this stage, it delivers a great intensity of fruit 
while remaining elegantly styled by a lively acid backbone and low to medium 
level of fi ne tannins. It fi nishes with great length. Drink it 2015 to 2022+. 

Felton Road 2011 Pinot Noir Block 5
93+ points
Medium ruby-colored, the 2011 Block 5 Pinot Noir shows slowly evolving notes 
of kirsch, red currant jelly and dried cranberries with hints of sage, fallen 
leaves and mossy bark. Full-bodied with a great concentration of complex, 
layered fruit just starting to emerge, it is framed by enlivening acidity and a 
medium to fi rm level of grainy tannins and fi nishes with very good persistence. 
Drink it now to 2020+.
Felton Road 2011 Pinot Noir Cornish Point
92 points
Medium ruby-purple in color, the 2012 Cornish Point Pinot Noir is scented of 
red plums, blackberries and wild blueberries with touches of dark chocolate, 
Szechuan pepper and black tea. Full-bodied and richly fruited in the mouth, it 
has a solid backbone of medium to fi rm silky tannins and crisp acid, fi nished 
with great length. Drink it now to 2021+.

Felton Road 2012 Pinot Noir Calvert
91 points
Medium to deep ruby-purple in color, the 2012 Calvert Pinot Noir fl aunts a 
perfumed nose of lavender and rose petals over a core of kirsch, mulberries 
and dried Provence herbs, plus a whiff of underbrush. Medium-bodied and 
tightly knit, it has exciting vibrancy in the mouth at this youthful stage with a 
medium level of grainy tannins and refreshing acid to support, fi nishing with 
great persistence. Drink it 2014 to 2020+.

Felton Road 2012 Bannockbutn Pinot Noir
91 points
Medium ruby-purple-colored, the 2012 Bannockburn Pinot Noir opens with at-
tractive aromas of black cherries and black raspberries and underlying violet, 
aniseed and charcoal suggestions. Medium-bodied with plenty of mouth-
fi lling black and red berry fl avors, it is structured with a medium level of fi nely 
grained tannins and crisp acid before fi nishing with good length. Drink it now 
to 2018+.

Felton Road 2011 Chardonnay Block 2
93+ points
The 2011 Block 2 Chardonnay offers a wonderful array of savory and citrus 
notes redolent of apricots, pink grapefruit and orange blossoms with sugges-
tions of cashews, baker’s yeast, butterscotch and allspice. Medium-bodied and 
still very tightly knit in the mouth, it has layers of stone fruit, nut and spice 
fl avors supported by a seamless line of acid, and a fi nish with great length. 
Drink it now to 2019+.

Felton Road 2012 Chardonnay
92 points
Opening with a pretty nose of peach blossoms, spiced apple slices and hon-
eysuckle with nuances of meal, lightly buttered toast and preserved ginger 
the 2012 Chardonnay is medium to full-bodied with a youthful palate already 
showing great poise with plenty of stone fruit, savory and toasty fl avors 
enlivened by a refreshing acid line before fi nishing with satisfying persistence. 
Drink it now to 2018+.

Felton Road 2012 Riesling Block 1
91 points
The 2012 Block 1 Riesling presents a nose that is a little youthfully mute yet 
still offers delicate wafts of peach blossoms, fresh grapefruit and lemongrass, 
plus hints of jasmine and lime zest. Medium-sweet and light-bodied in style 
with a lower level of alcohol (8.5%), it is beautifully concentrated on the pal-
ate with a long, honeyed-lemon fi nish. Drink it now to 2020+.

Felton Road 2012 Riesling 
90 points
Scented of fresh lemonade and lime juice with suggestions of grapefruit and 
chalk dust, the medium sweet, light-bodied 2012 Riesling is made to a lower 
alcohol style (8.5% declared) and offers plenty of zip on the palate through to 
a very long and lively fi nish. Drink it now to 2019+.

Felton Road 2012 Riesling Block 1
91 points
With lovely lime cordial, honeysuckle and mandarin peel notes overlaying an 
undercurrent of white peaches and star anise, the 2012 Dry Riesling is light-
bodied, dry and wonderfully crisp in the mouth, showing great intensity and 
tension before fi nishing long and invigorating. Approachable now, it should 
drink nicely to 2020+.

Lisa Perrotti-Brown
October 2013



2012 Felton Road 
Bannockburn Pinot Noir 
95 Points
Bright, clear colour; super-fragrant cherry, 
plum and spice aromas all seek to dominate 
the bouquet, but none succeed, with a hint 
of  oak in the background. The palate has 
exceptional texture and length, 30% whole 
bunch, 30% new oak.
2012 Felton Road 
Calvert Pinot Noir 
96 Points
The deepest colour of  all four Felton Road 
2012 pinot releases, setting the scene for a 
slightly atypical wine; the complex bouquet 
has a range of  sage, forest and dark spice 
aromas, with black cherry on the fore-palate, 
then a complete change of  pace with lift and 
brightness on the back palate; raspberry and 
red cherry fruit wrapped in a web of  fi ne but 
persistent tannins. 
2012 Felton Road 
Bannockburn Chardonnay 
95 Points
White peach and grapefruit drive the bou-
quet and palate, 10 per cent new oak totally 
absorbed by the fruit. Long, minerally acidity 
cleanses the mouth, leaving the fi nish fresh. 
100 per cent malolactic fermentation, and 
neither fi ned nor fi ltered. 
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Felton Road Chardonnay 
Bannockburn 2012

Central Otago Chardonnay at 
its best. Light pongy notes fade 
with air, revealing dusty mealy 
dimensions to a core of peachy 
fruit and classy oak. The silky 
palate has ample fl esh, complex 
fl avour and a long tangy ending 
(screwcap; 14% alcohol). 
Ageing: Drink over four years.
Food ideas: Salmon and 
swordfi sh. 
February 2014

Made from hand-picked, biodynamic - certifi ed grapes and 
bottled unfi ned and unfi ltered, with a “relatively conventional” 
level of preservative SO2, this delicious wine has ripe peachy , 
citrusy fl avours and shows lovely vibrancy and depth. $36

Michael Cooper, September 7 2013

WINE OF THE WEEK 
Felton Road Bannockburn 
Central Otago 
Chardonnay 2012 


