
Stephen Tanzer's International Wine Cellar 
92 points 
Felton Road - 2009 Pinot Noir, Bannockburn, Central Otago 
"Good full red. Pure but restrained aromas of raspberry, minerals, white pepper, 
rose petal and herbs; about as Chambolle-like as any New Zealand pinot I've 
tasted this year. Juicy, tangy and pristine, with lovely sappy lift to the red fruit 
and spice flavors. Offers a compelling combination of sweet fruit and inner-palate 
energy. Finishes sappy and impressively long, with spicy, peppery tannins." 
 
Gourmet Traveller Wine 
96 Points 
Felton Road - 2009 Pinot Noir, Bannockburn, Central Otago 
Haunting perfume of violets, dark cherry, anise, mineral and roasted chestnuts; 
silken textured with good concentration delivered with supreme elegance. This is 
so good now it is hard to justify bothering with bottle age.  
 
Restaurant Wine 
4 stars  
Felton Road - 2008 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
"Fine quality: a full bodied, rich, crisp, and lightly tannic Pinot Noir, with supple 
texture, good balance, and a long finish, tasting of cranberry, cherry, raspberry, 
sage, toast, and vanilla." - Ronn Wiegand 
June 2010 
 
Wine Enthusiast   
90 points   
Felton Road - 2008 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
"Felton Road’s nondesignated Pinot boasts complex aromas of coffee, beetroot, 
vanilla, cinnamon, cherries and fresh herbs, delivered by a firmly structured, 
rather muscular Pinot Noir that appears to need a couple of years to settle down." 
- Joe Czerwinski 
June 1, 2010 
 
Wine Spectator  
92 point 
Felton Road - 2008 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
"Light on its feet, this is harmonious and beautifully focused to show its bright 
açaí berry and blackberry flavors in a spotlight. The finish sails on, letting the 
fruit linger." - Harvey Steiman 
December 15, 2009 
 
eRobertParker.com 
90 points  
Felton Road - 2008 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
"Medium-deep ruby purple colour. A little mute, pure cherry fruit, raspberry, 
black pepper and a touch of cinnamon. Plate shows very good balance, medium 
to high acid, medium level of very silky tannins, medium to full body. Long 
finish." - Lisa Perrotti-Brown MW 
November 2009 
 
Burghound.com 
89 points  
Felton Road - 2008 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
"A trace of reduction renders the nose less expressive than it might otherwise be 
though glimpses of ripe red berry fruit are easily discerned. The flavors however 
are fresh and display good energy with fine detail and punch on the delicious and 
reasonably long finish. There is a good core of ripe acidity that provides a solid 



framework for the delineation I refer to and overall, this is really quite pretty 
even though there is limited depth." - Allen Meadows 
October 1, 2009 
 
 Stephen Tanzer's International Wine Cellar 
89(+?)  
Felton Road - 2008 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
"Good deep red. Superripe aromas of raspberry liqueur, milk chocolate and rose 
petal. Sweet, ripe and thick but with strong acidity giving a penetrating quality to 
the dark fruit flavors. Still youthfully tight, brisk and young, but opened nicely to 
show captivating notes of wild berries and redcurrant." - Stephen Tanzer 
September/October 2009 
 
Decanter.com   
5 stars  
Felton Road - 2008 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
"Finely detailed, expressive Pinot. Nice savoury and mineral characters 
underscore the velvety, broad palate, with lush red fruit leading the way, finished 
off by a pleasing pinch of spice on the finish." 
June 19, 2009 
 
The Wine Advocate  
90 points   
Felton Road - 2007 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
"The ensuing 2007 Pinot Noir has a very elegant, understated nose that takes 
time to peek its head over the horizon. At first, simple strawberry and dark 
cherry fruit but there is a subtle touch of undergrowth and charcoal. Good 
definition. The palate is medium-bodied, elegant, very harmonious with prudent, 
well integrated oak. Silky smooth and very pure on the finish, this is another 
classy Felton Road to cherish." - Neal Martin 
Sep 2009 
 
winereviewonline.com 
92 points  
Felton Road - 2007 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
"Felton Road Pinots build in complexity and depth, ascending from this estate 
bottling to one of the 'Block' wines at the top end of the line. This 2007 estate 
has a very deep brilliant ruby color, layered spice and dark fruit nose, richly 
textured flavors with depth, structure and layered fruit. Finished at 14% alcohol, 
this lovely rich Pinot Noir has nicely integrated tannins, plenty of fruit and a long, 
lingering finish." - Gerald D. Boyd 
April 21, 2009 
 
  
 
Wine & Spirits 
92 points   
Felton Road - 2007 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
 
"When first poured, this shows massive amounts of fruit almost completely 
eclipsed by oak. Air brings out a hint of funky complexity in the schist tannins, 
while the sweet, spicy fruit extends beyond the oak flavors and lasts. With two or 
three years of bottle age, this will stand up to baby lamp chops grilled over vine 
cuttings." 
February 2009  
 
Wine Spectator  



91 points  
Felton Road - 2007 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
"Juicy and concentrated, with fine balance to wild raspberry, blueberry and 
pervasive wet stone character. Sandalwood and subtle spice highlight the mineral 
nuances on the finish." 
Dec 31, 2008 - Jan 15, 2009 
 
Wine Enthusiast 
89 points  
Felton Road - 2007 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
"A solid effort from Felton Road this year, offering admirable purity of black 
cherry fruit tinged with hints of vanilla, spring flowers and fresh strawberries. 
Tannins are silky, making this ready to drink over the next 5-6 years." 
December 1, 2008 
 
Decanter 
4 stars, Wines of the Year  
Felton Road - 2007 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
 “Open, highly scented nose, youthful, pure. Medium weight, fresh, bright palate, 
juicy fruit, pretty style with lots of charm.” 
December 2008 
 
Stephen Tanzer's International Wine Cellar 
92 points   
Felton Road - 2007 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
"Good deep red. Lovely high-pitched aromas and flavors of raspberry, orange 
peel, spices and flowers. At once sweet and penetrating, with bright acidity 
framing the wine's ripe flavors and giving it terrific Chambolle-like precision. 
Finishes with enticing floral and spicy perfume. Remarkably good for a basic pinot 
release." 
September/October 2008 
 
Wine Spectator 
90 points  
Felton Road - 2006 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
"Supple and lithe, with a silky texture to the black plum, spice and wild berry 
flavors. Pretty jasmine nuances and pointed minerality harmonize with toasty oak 
and silky tannins. Fruit concentration extends through finish." - Daniel Sogg 
April 30, 2008 
 
The Wine Advocate  
92 points   
Felton Road - 2006 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
"The ensuing 2006 Pinot Noir cropped up in a blind tasting and shone brilliantly, 
somewhat closed at first with a certain earthiness and then violets, the palate 
imbued with grainy tannins, pure brambly fruit and superb delineation on the 
refined finish." - Neal Martin April 30, 2008 
 
Decanter 
4 stars  
Felton Road - 2006 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
"This consistently stylish Pinot from Nigel Greening displays aromatic dark cherry 
fruitiness with herbaceous notes, spicy dark berry and raspberry fruit ripeness 
and seductively juicy tannins, which should develop over the next five years." 
February 1, 2008 
  
Wine Enthusiast   



88 points  
Felton Road - 2006 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
 “A bit disjointed at this early stage of its evolution, this shows plenty of brown 
sugar and plum sweetness, but also crisp acids and some dry, dusty tannins. Give 
it a couple of years to round into form and drink it over the next 5-6 years.” - J.C. 
December 1, 2007 
 
Stephen Tanzer's International Wine Cellar 
91 points  
Felton Road - 2006 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
 “Good deep, bright red. Bright, perfumed, sweet aromas of cherry, raspberry, 
flowers and pepper. Suave, silky and pliant, with enticing sweetness and 
complexity to the flavors of red fruits, spices and orange zest. An open-knit, ripe 
style of pinot that offers a captivating blend of sweetness and freshness. Finishes 
with dusty, fine tannins that will not get in the way of enjoying this delicious wine 
right now.“ 
September/October 2007 
 
winereviewonline.com  
92 points  
Felton Road - 2006 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
 “If you're looking for a big, ripe, New World fruit bomb, this Felton Road Pinot 
isn't going to impress you. If you're looking for a tightly structured Burgundian-
style Pinot from a terrific New World producer, then you're in for a treat. From 
the Central Otago region on New Zealand's South Island, Felton Road has crafted 
a lovely Pinot with subtle aromas of spice, dried herbs, plum and black cherry. 
The intensity of the bouquet bodes well for the future, as does the elegant 
structure and the presence of fine, smooth tannins. Hold onto it for a couple of 
years before opening and the improvement is likely to be stunning as the wine 
gains in weight and complexity.” - Robert Whitley 
Aug 21, 2007 
 
Restaurant Wine  
4 1/2 stars  
Felton Road - 2006 Pinot Noir, Central Otago 
 “Extremely fragrant and fruity in character, yet with a mildly tannic backbone; 
this is a full bodied, smoothly textured Pinot Noir, with excellent flavor (red 
currant, rose petal, raspberry, toast, spicy oak) and length. Fine quality.” 
Issue 118 


